{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CIIAr. V.]                   THE   ARMISTICE.                              135}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 through Beelzebub. It was already become usual to speak of Stein as a revolutionist or as a Jacobin, and if the second epithet was entirely out of place, the first was appropriate. He was working a revo\-lution, only not the French Revolution, but one essentially different. It was not the rights of man but the rights of the nation that he preached; the right of the nation to its independence, its separate-ness, its special institutions and history, and its right to require its rulers to guarantee these on pain of deposition. But this doctrine not less than the French one, though in quite a different way and a different spirit, contained a threat to rulers, and was therefore unwelcome to them. Frederick William had long since taken fright. Alexander naturally was less nervous, for he had always toyed with liberal opinions, and was in the proud position of having just led his nation through a glorious war of independence. But the opinion of his caste could not fail to influence him; he saw the black looks of the Duke of Oldenburg; he heard the talk of his Wurtemberg mother. There is a story which has no date, but seems to belong to this period, that he once appealed to Stein to know where he was to find husbands for the Russian Grand Princesses, if all the small German Sovereigns were mediatised, and that Stein replied in his stiff manner, ' I did not know that your Majesty meant to turn Germany into a Russian stud!' But of all the Sovereigns the Em\-peror of Austria had the greatest dread of Stein's doctrine, and that not merely from the narrowness of his own mind or from the inveterate tradition of his house, but from the nature of his State, which}\par }